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ABSTRACT 



A follow-up study was conducted in 1987 to assess the 



use and effectiveness of "Minimum Library Use Skillss Standards^ 
Test/ and Bibliography" (MLUS)/ which had been distributed to all 
members of the Wisconsin Association of Academic Librarians in 1985. 
Some copies of this publication had been sold» and it is also 
available in ERIC microfiche. A questionnaire was sent to the 
instruction librarians of 106 academic libraries (22 responses 
returned) In Wisconsin to determine wht:ther they had used MLUS^ and a 
similar questionnaire was sent to 490 high school library media 
specialists (30 responses returned) to determine whether they had 
used MLUS or "Wisconsin Library Media Skills Guide" (WLMS3). 
Responses to the survey indicated that there was a perceived need for 
standardized library skills in both academic and high school 
librarios/ and it is suggested that there is also a need for greater 
cooperation between the two groups in developing their bibliographic 
instruction programs. Less than 7% of the responding high schools 
reported using MLUS. Although WLMSG does address mrny of the 
competencies outlined in the more recent MLUS, it is suggested that 
needs would be better served if high school librarians were aware of 
what academic librarians were expecting of their college bound 
students, pnd conversely, academic librarians would better serve 
their students if they knew what backgrcunds these students had. 
Copies of both survey instruments ara appended. (EW) 
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The Education and Library Use Committee o-f WAAL (Wiscan<=sin 
Association o-f Academic Librarians), a division o-f the Wi^cansin 
Library Association, in 1984, compiled aid published Min imum 
L ibrary Use Skills: Standards, Test, and Bibliography ( MLUS ) . The 
document identifies the 13 minimum library use skills to be 
attained by college students by the sophomore year to be success- 
ful in colleg^^. The test provides examples of questions which 
may be used to assess college students knowledge nf the 13 mini- 
mum library use skills. Many questions are applicable in all 
libraries, <5ome need to be adapted to a particular library such 
as testing the knowledge of the physical arrangement of materials 
and services, and interpreting a library's periodical holdings. 

The publication went through two printings (1000 copies). It 
was distributed to all members of WAAL in 19S5. 50S copies were 
sold. It IS also available in ER:'C microfiche (ED 263 926J . 

In 1987, the Education and Library Use Committee did a fol- 
low-up study in an attenpt to assess the use and effectiveness of 
the standard library use skills for college and high school stu- 
dents in Wisconsin. A questionnaire was sent to instruction 
librarians of 106 academic libraries in Wisconsin. A similar 
questionnaire was sent o 490 high school media specialists to 
find out if they had ever used this publication or a similar pub- 
lication the Wisco n sin Library Media Skills Guide (WLMSG) pub- 
lished by the Wisconsin School Library Media Association in 19/9, 
which outlines similar skills for students in grades K-L2. 
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O-f the 106 academic libraries surveyed, 22 responses were 
received (20.75>-); only 30 o-f the 490 school media specialists 
respondc-d (6-1"/-). A lil-'ely e:iplanation for this low response 
rate may be poor timing, since the surveys were mailed in May, 
near the end o-f the acc^demic year. And the issue under study may 
not have been viewed as directly relevant to their own interesls- 
The result is summarized in Table 1. 

rtCf^DFMlC i_IbRARlES OUESTlONNAIRE 

Of thxo<=,ty r e*iipondi ng , 63.6/1 were -familiar with the Minimum 
Library (J5=^e Skills and 40.9/1 u^ed it their PI programs. Some 
^orm of library skills document (either MLUS or other) was used 
by 59.17. o-f the resspondents m developing their instruction pro- 
gram. 81. 871 -felt that such documents are use-ful . The question- 
naire did not ask why it is not used, but we surmise that in most 
academic institutions, BI is limited to a single class period, 
^md/or IS dependent on -faculty cooperation, so it is not -ft*asible 
to apply tests to *^tudents. 

Speci-fjc other sources used in place o-f or in addition to the 
Minimu m Library Use Skills include the CRL Standards and Guide- 
lines -for E<I in Academic Libraries; Conference on Use of College 
and University Libraries, U. of CA. Berkeley, 1970; EBSS Compe- 
tencies for Students in Education; and the UW-Parkside Program s 
object! ves. 

Three responded that demonstration of competency in library 
skills IS a requirement at their institutions: one is a require- 
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ment for Enqli*=h 102; one stated that it v*ji 1 1 be required for 
teacher cert i -f ication; and one stated that it is required o-f stu- 
dents be-fcDre they have accumulated 65 credits. All three insti- 
tutions are familiar with the Hinimum Library Use Ski lls, though 
two did not use it. All three cited using other documents and 
had developed their own sets of skills or competencies for their 
students- Two of them use the workbook approach- 



HiGH SChuOL LIBRARIES QUESTIUNNAIRE 

Of the high school respondents, 93.37. have not used M inimufr: 
l- i brary Use Skills though 63.3"/. have used the Wi sconsin Library 
Media Skills Guide , and 79.1/: have used some library skills docu- 
ments in developing a BI program. Interestingly, many more 
schools have sel f -devel oped programs: 73.3/1 as compared to 36. 4>. 
of academic libraries, and less find sucn documents useful: 63.3'/. 
as compared to 31. aX. More high schools (26.77.) have a library 
competency requirement than academic institutions '.13.6X> as 
anci ci pated- 



The survey revealed high schools use other sources more 
often- Among those cited are: curriculum guides from various 
school districts; goals and objectives developed by schools of 
the Self Evaluation Consortium in Wisconsin; Ohio Curriculum Gut- 
line; Dear Faculty by JoAnne Ncrdling (Westwood, Ma: Fa:<on, 
1 976 > ; Lihr.^rv Media Skills aVid the Senior High School Englis h 
Progr am by Mary Hckman (Littleton, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 
1985); School Li bran an as Educator by Lillian Wehimeyer (Little- 
^nn, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 1984); Instruction in Schoo l 
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Li brary Media Center Use , edited by Thomas L Hart (ALA, 190^1^ 
Learning the Library by Anne K. Beaubien and others (N,Y.: 
Bowker, 19S2); and School Library-Media Skills Tes t by Anr,e M 
Hyland (Littleton, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 1986). 

The hiqh school library programs vary as widely as the aca- 
demic liDrary programs. The spectrum ranges -from no program to 
highly structured programs such as: lOth grade - card catalog, 
11th grade - fey re-fc ence materials, 12th grade - online data- 
base searching. Many programs ir between have library skills 
units incorporated with English classes. 

SUMMARY 

In summary, our rf^sults indicate that indeed there is a per- 
ceived need -for standardized library skills in both academic 
libraries and high school libraries. However, we believe also 
that greater cooperation must be developed between these two 
groups. Less than 77, o-f high schools responding reported using 
the Minimum Library Use Ski 1 Is in developing their BI programs. 
Although the Wi s^ronsin Li brary Medi a Ski 1 1 s Gui de does address 
many oi the competencies outlined in the Minimum Library Use 
Sk 1 1 1 s , 1 1 woul d better serve al 1 o-f our needs it high school 
librarians were aware o-f what academic libraries were e:<pecting 
o-f thei r col 1 ege bound students wi thi n the two years -f ol 1 owi ng 
graduation. Conversely, academic librarians would better serve 
their students it they knew what backgrounds they had, 

O The Wisconsin Library Media Skills Guide recently underwent a 
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revision- Any futMre documents would be more use-ful li they 
reflect what s recc^mended in preceding and succeeding levels o-f 
librarv instruction. In this way, all programs will be better 
coordinated and proceed at an appropriate rate. 
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TABLE I 



Freqiiencv ('/.> o-f VES, NO, 8/ NA Responses to each survey question 
b\ Hcademic <N=2:j} and High School (N=30) Libraries. 

ACADEMIC LIBRARIES 



Survey Quest i on Response Frequency (V.J 







Ves 


No 




Nf< 




0 i : 


Fafni i ar 1 ty i-j/MLUS 


14 (63. 6) 


8(36. 


4J 


0\0> 




Oil 


LJE,e o-f MLUS 


9(40.9) 


10 (45. 


5) 


3 '13 




uZz 


Use of Other Sources 


9(40.9) 


13(59. 


1 ) 


0(0> 




04 z 


Sel -f -clevel oped Ski 1 i 5:-/Competency 


6(36.4) 


14(63. 


6/ 


V K 0 : 




Q5: 


Useful ne*ES o+ MLUS 


18(81. 8> 


2( 9- 


1 ) 


2(9. 


1 ) 


Del 


Competency Requirement 


3(13.6) 


19(86. 


4> 


0 ( 0 ) 






HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES 












Survey Oue«=>t i on 


Response 


Frequency 


(•/.> 








Yes 


No 




NA 




01 : 


«|c-f> n-f UJi M<=in 


19^63, 3 » 


1 1 (36. 


7) 


0 ( 0 } 




Q2: 


Use Of MLUS 


2( 6.7) 


28(93. 


3> 


OkO) 




U3: 


Use of Other Sources 


13 (43. 3) 


17 (56. 


7) 


0(0) 




Q4: 


3el f -devfrl oped Ski 1 1 s/Cuinpetency 


22(73.3) 


8(26. 


7) 


O Kij) 




05: 


Use-fulness 


19(63.3) 


3( 10. 


0) 


8(26 


.7 


Q6: 


Competency Requiremer \. 


8(26.7) 


21 (70. 


0) 


1 ( 3 




MLUS = Minimum Library Use Skills 













WLMSG = Wisconsin Library Media Skills Guidf? 
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Appendix A - Vuettionnaire to academic libr«rict 

Jmia 1987 

Dear Colleague, 

The Education and Library Dae Coaslttee of WAAL im attMptlng to 
aaaeaa the uae and effect Iveneaa of atandard library uae akllla 
for college and high achool atudenta In Nlaconaln. Zn 1983*1984, 
thla coaalttoe developed the Mlnlaua Library Oae Stellla (avail* 
able through BKIC, BO 283 928), which outlines the baale akllla 
that academic llbrarlana in Hlaconaln feel ought to bo learned by 
each college/unlveralty atudent within thslr flrat two yeara of 
college enrollment. If you have lapleaented or adapted thla 
document to ault the needa of your particular Inatltutlon, or If 
you have developed your own aet of library coapetenclea, we would 
greatly appreciate hearing about It. Pleaae answer the following 
queatlona and feel free to elaborate and add any coaaenta you way 
have regarding thla laaue. 

1. Are you familiar with the Minimum Library Dae Ski 11a ? 



2. Have you uaed the Minimum Library Dae Ski 11a in any way 
in deaigning a library inmtructlon program? If ao, how waa 
it used? 



3. Rave you uaed any other aimilar document in designing or 
developing an instruction program? If jo, pleaae cite the 
source . 



4. Hiiv^ ynn d^^lnp^ ynVT nwn s^t Af skills or eompe* 
tencies for students in your librsry? Plsaae elaborate as 
fully as possible (s co^^ would be helpful, if svailsble). 



a. Do you feel such documents sre ussful? prscticsl? Nhy or 

why not? 



8. Is demonstrstion of competency in librsry skills s 
requirement in your school (i.e. for s particular elaaa^ for 
graduation, evo. )? 



7. Additional coamenta? 



Pleaae return your reaponaea by July 20 r 1987 to: ' 

Scott Mandemack 
DM * Mhitewatar Library 
Mhitewatar, Nlaconaln 83190 



THAIfK YOO Foil YODR COOPCKATIOII! 
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ApiJcndix B - questionnaire sent to school media centers 



Mny 1987 



Tk UmOn ttl LikMir Vst CoABlttM of tk ViuoKa Assodttioi of AeiitBk LilnrUi; ( VAAL) i$ 
mtrnftiaf to kms t tk «« ml «fr««tmic$$ of unlH bkyy we skilk for mOe^c ui Hfk sthaol st«kit$ u 
^^Kii. b 1983 - IW, tlis commiRc» ItvtloH tk fi^^^ ^UstSkia; (ii\-aikkle tinvfl ERIC ED 

263 926), irtdcUvOiMf tk ktfii skim 

coDcscfuiwnltff jtvlnt vftUi tkir first tvo yttn of coQcyt evolbieit. Avtkr kKvmtU, tk Vi5co>$tt Li>nfv 
MilklkiDtGiiitftiMkW a 1979 tk Vifcoim Sekol Uhnrf IMk At tocjitiok), o«]iM$ simibr skiSs for 
fttiittiltfnitf K-12. 

I kve iftfltaatd or •h|t(4 eltkr of tkst ionontits to not tk leds of yov pMtkilir iistihtioi, or if i^n 
km Itvilofd yov o«k $«t of lilmir comf^ants, m woUl grtttly tfjncinit kiri^ iik>« i. . Pkuse aswer tk 
foltoviie tMstiov, til fMlfm to ekkxitt ml *U tty eoKmtMs yot mnir km rc8»tiiff tlds i$$iM . 

1. Hw m iwa tk Vbcoirii mtiTT Mtlk SkSOs GUit ^ t <ndl*liit J*«f»i»y « ««rn.^<A« 
fwjwm? f »,k)vwKitw«i? Iiot,wkf »ot? 



2. Hw» m tk MiaiM« L ikr v U$« Skillt ii gy im it jtsifiiiy t likM> iartnttiom yr^» ? ff$o, 
k>v WIS it vet? 



3. H»w ^Fo* «el tty otkr ;i»j]ir 4oeimti* it lesignia^ or ieveto^ia? » iastrwtioi projrm? IT so, plens* cite 
(ksowec. 



4. Hm 1WI knhftl fotr owi set of skills or eomfeteieies for sttrieat; ii yow ]ikirf> Please elutonte «s 
fvllr us iossWt (It eopf votil k klfftd, i mUMt]. 



i. Do yo% feel swl locmeits m veftJ? frwtie*!? Vky or vlty not? 



6. IsleBoistmio&ofeoBpeteiqriAlikuysfcillsftrefmmeat ia yow sekol f i e for » p»rtic«l»r cIms, for 
fittmiox, etc.)? 



7. AUitioMleoBBeits? 



Please return yon responses by June 19, 1987 to: 



Sco'it MaiCeiBtck 
UW - WUieviter Li\my 
Whittvftti, Wiscouin 53190 
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THAHK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERAnON ' 




